Save our stock routes

Write a letter to your local news paper to tell readers about the Stock Routes Coalition campaign.
The Editor 
Dear Sir

The value of Queensland’s Stock Routes Network under threat.
The network of stock routes across Queensland not only supports travelling stock, it’s a vital home for our state’s wildlife and native vegetation. 
Sadly, some parts of this network have been run down through piecemeal management and lack of funding.
The Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Water-appointed panel, hampered by narrow terms of reference, has just released a report (Improving the management and use of the stock route network July 2008) that ignores most of the values of this interconnected web of vegetation and fauna. Fortunately, the public now has the opportunity to comment on this report.
The Stock Routes Coalition – a group of 19 conservation, Indigenous and pastoral industry organisations ​– that is campaigning for better management and a future for the stock routes network. The alliance is asking the government to recognise and support the network’s biodiversity values and its Indigenous and other cultural heritage, as well as supporting its value to the pastoral industry.
The report focused on the costs of the stock route network, but what about its values and benefits?

As well as the increasing value to stock (climate change will mean more stock travelling to distant pasture and rising fuel prices will make travel in trucks too expensive), the network of routes has incredible benefits for Queensland’s biodiversity. 
This 72 000km network of trails contains endangered vegetation species; it’s a network of wildlife corridors connecting ecosystems across cleared land; it has immense cultural value to the white and Indigenous communities; and it will have a major role in allowing Queensland wildlife to cope with inevitable climate change.
These values must be recognised, supported and managed. Stock routes are too valuable to lose. 

I urge readers to contact the Department of Natural Resources and Water and support all the values of the stock routes network.
Yours sincerely

Etc.

